
JOY IN ADVERSITY

Philippians 1:12-26



JOY 
It is from the LORD and in the LORD

Galatians 5:22
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
…...........

Romans 14:17
17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and 
drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit.



JOY  
The Gospel

Luke 7:18
10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people.



JOY  
Can exist in persecution/suffering/trials

Psalm 105:43
So he brought his people out with joy,

his chosen ones with singing.



John Piper defines the JOY that Paul speaks about as 
this:-

Christian joy is a good feeling in the soul, produced by 
the Holy Spirit, as he causes us to see the beauty of 
Christ in the word and in the world.



Adversity that Paul faced

1. Personal
2. The Situation in Rome
3. The Church politics in Philippi 



Adversity Advances the Gospel 

Phil 1: 12

“I want you to know, brothers,[e] that what has happened to 
me has really served to advance the gospel”

Paul focused on the opportunity arising from the 
circumstances and not just the  circumstances

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29357e


Adversity Allowed him to Witness

Phil 1: 13

13 so that it has become known throughout the whole 
imperial guard[f] and to all the rest that my imprisonment is 
for Christ.

Paul focused on testifying Christ and not the trial

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29358f


Adversity Emboldened Others

Phil 1: 14

14 And most of the brothers, having become confident in the 
Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the 
word without fear.

Paul focused on the strength of his testimony rather than 
the suffering



Adversity Distills Priorities

Phil 1: 15-18

15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good 
will. 16 The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense 
of the gospel. 17 The former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not 
sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment.18 What then? Only 
that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and 
in that I rejoice.

Paul focused on the preaching of the gospel and not the 
preacher



Adversity sharpens reliance on God

Phil 1: 19

Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your 
prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will 
turn out for my deliverance

Paul focused on the source of his strength rather than the 
source of his suffering.



Adversity shapes our perspective
Phil 1: 20-24

20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, 
but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my 
body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I 
shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire 
is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in the 
flesh is more necessary on your account

Paul focused on being with Christ rather than his state of 
being



Why JOY in Adversity?

James 1:2
2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith
produces steadfastness.
4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.



Why JOY in Adversity?

Mathew 5:11-12

11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you 
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

.



Why JOY in Adversity?

I Peter 1:8

8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you 
do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy 
that is inexpressible and filled with glory,
9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
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